1.12.22 


Water & 


Hotel) 


PINCKNEYVILLE BUSINESES BLDG FIRES 


1884 South Walnut 
Lamberts, Ulrich, Beck, Kelly millinary (wood frame bldgs) 


1890 South Walnut 

started in M. Goldstein's dry goods (owned by Hincke Bros) 
spread west to Morrison & Hawkins drugs, then Ulrich dry goods 
(bldg owned by Louis Weingarth), & Mrs. John Kelly millinery 
(bldg owned by William Klotz). ; 

Flames spread south to Schmidt bakery & home of M.B. Hawkins. 
Then to corner bldg owned by Jacob Lambert with a general store 


1904 W.Randolph & S.Main H.R.Schultz house 
(where Schultz Lumber Yard later sat) 


198 South Walnut 

Hoffman furniture, Kane Bros (dental & jewelry) 

Peyton drugs, Beck grocery 

(frame bldgs, dirt streets - lasted 1 hour due to low water) 
1915 Depot - Parker/Douglas 

Foster/Scherle ice house bldg east of Pinckneyville Mill 
8.15 


1942 West Square Swetzler stock barn 
july 


1942 West Square Carrie Davison bldg, restaurant 


1942 North Square Roe Bldg - (sat between Gruner & Murphy) 
12.24 


1943 North Square Water St Saltzman Hotel 


1945 North Square Gruner Hardware 
12.16 (Philip Gruner moves business to South Walnut) 


1968 RR/Depot Pinckneyville Mill 
9.25 


1970 South Square Water St Light & Power Office (corner 
S.Main) 


1971 Douglas & Mulbury Daniels Food 

1993 West Water Home Lumber Company 

1974 Parker & Mill Windsor Hotel (built 1894; was Ed Fisher 
1993 West Water St Home Lumber 

July 


2002 East Square White Rabbit (old Nesbitt bldg) 
9.29 


2003 
Jan 


2011 
Driemeyer bldg) 
6.21 


2015 
6.18 


2017 


2017 
7.12 


South Main Dairy Queen 


North Square Antique Mall & Kunz Opera House (old 


South Square, East Water Sherman House 


South Main Grechian Steakhouse 


North Square Gruner Hdwr & Murphy Opera House torn down 
due to neglect/condition 
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| — There was a serious fire at Perey last || 
Friday morning, the work of an ineendi- |] 
‘ary. Fire was set to a hay stack of 
| Postwaster Griffin, and the wind car- || 
[ried the flames over his buildings, de- || 
| stroying his fine, large hotel, store and | 
| post office. The loss is about $5,000. || 
No insurance, Mr. Griffin is an energetic || 
man, and will rebuild, it is said, | 
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—TLast Saturday there was a big Sin | PO & 

Du Quoin in the row of wooden build- 4) 7” 
‘ings facing the Il. Central R. R. The - : 
| fire sturted iu a small building next the 

*lauters’ House, from a defective flue 

Which had been condemned. That 

| building and the next which were dwel-. 

Tings belonged to Mr, Fountain; Mrs. Zil- 

‘lers’ boarding house, Mr. Bookstaver’s 

wid the Park hetel, Chas, Worn's saloon. 

Wim. Bolam’s residence and three or four. 

other buildings were burned. The Joss 

falls upon poor people mostly who are 
bee able to bear such a calamity: ae . 

ro donbt the city will be improved | 


it 
: te he oni as the space these old tum- | 
| ble-down buildings oceupied will be fill- | 
Me ya better and more substantial class 
Pioorstruetures. Phe fire broke out about 
Poa quater before nine and continued for 
Po oabout two hours and a half. 


fF By the utmost exertion the fire was 
kept tots spreading outside the block in 
Which il started, || 
> ‘Phere was no insurance on the proper- | | 
| ty, the rates being too high to indaee the | 
P| owners to insure, i 
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At Pinckneyville, Hi 


‘ Special Dicpateh tothe Globs-Demaerat. 


PINCENEYVILLE, ILt., April 4.—THis towa 
was visited by. A most des'ructive fird 06 


Toursday, nignt, April 3 3, Whicu swept tse: 
| dargesx bic bipch m the city outer edics- 
| @nce. The fi: broke cut in the bubdinkg on 
| Corner of Main street and tue sing indies : sds tosh - 
|} @wned by Ilincke & Bro.. and cecdupics i iy 
M. Goldstein with a ary goods cng fannie” 


store. From tnis piace the Memes spread 
tapidly westward to the drug store of Moc. 
tison & Uuwikings, then theury poods store a 
¥. L. Ulrich andthe millinery store of MTs. 
Jobo Keliy. — wind shifted, ani bs 
hard fignting the phogreSs of the fre in that 
direction Was checked afm the last ballding 
in the Block Saved in a Da@@ly damaged con- 


‘aition. Tie fates alsu spr@md to the RUE, 


| destroying a frame occupied | epee 
88 a bekery abd 2 frame adwen 


ing oceupied by N. B. Hawsins. The cornn- 
tents of vetn these butidings “were Sa¥Ou. 
Goidstein’s entire SLOCK Was COoSsuineEd, es- 
tlmated at $1lvu,gvu. and insured for $4vvuu. 


Tue contents of @ovust) £& Hawsins’ avag 


store were ‘A to.g OSS; sured tor = oO 
Dr J 731) Wieo has an office in he ‘irda 
AOxvG Und aA rowm avove, iustall bis & Ove 


Yana instruménts, as Weil agaii Mis accoqnis. 


He and Friend Siiih made thelrescape tract 


| the burnins bulid-ng bY mMesais Cf a ripe 
thrown to them. through & rear wr- 


dow, the stairway bveimg in faniss 


| before ~— tidy Were aware of i. > Tue 


gtore room uaCjoining the drug store ne- 
longed to Louis Weing: ith, and Was. 6ccu- 


1 pied Oy Fred CUirich with «ary goods siuw 


and living rooms above. The butidiug, with 
contents, Was destroyed, the (amily bare: 9 
having time toescape. The ueXt siure rowan 


Was owned by Wiliam Kictz. and coataingd 


Boe millinery store and resideuces of Aire. 
Joun Kelley. A few Bousehoia cocds saved, 
Bult all else destroyed. The curser buliding 
Was oWned una occupied by .Jacou Lamuert 


ago. - 
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| was owned una Cccupied by Jacov Lambert 
| with a general givre, zomdsiali saved, bat 
| Gulidiag badiy damaged. The tosses wil 
| run about as foliows: Hincke £&£ Ere., iwe 
| Dulildiass,gse000; L. Welngaritn., building, 
$20u0; Wh. Kiotz, buliding, $500; Jacou 
| iambert, builging damage!, ssdu; PB. 
Gruper, store roew and buciding, $900: 
| M. GolaStein, goo's, $10, 09, 23a). Biscnor, 
binding twine, $70); Merrison & Hawskins, 
Orugs. “$2500; tuy Morrisoa.» Goozs and 
Surgical Anstrumeuts, etc., $400; £. L.* 
Uiricu, f00ds, £24); Mrs. Jcoud Keliy, 
goods, $25u; )Jaceou Lambert, gogus, $500; 
Ea Schigidt, zoods, $2). The tire was dis- 
covered abou: 12 o’ciece; Dy 2 a. ma. | 


twas 
| apder contre!l.. It recuirsa abous 6a6 hour 
and a halt to raise sieam at th® pump 
| Rouse, Which is amiile from town. knu put 
awater pressure ej the water pipes safi- 
Cclent. to throw a gtreaui to. the top of the 
| Durning bulluings. but When this was ad. 
| complished It required but a few minutes to 
pat the flra under conuirol,. This aemvun- 
Strateag the fact that With a  staned 
| pipe at the take from whence ‘the 
| Water Is takes, or with the pumg 
-Tunning, Pinceneyviile would have ampie 
fire protection tor all bulidjag around ihe 
| Square. The orlzin of the Ore is unenoewn-, 
it was 1m the fren: part of the ballding when 
first sean, anu the stove lgin the bacz part, 
besides the Clerks say there was no fre tno 
the stove @t Ciusing time. It is aso ciaimeii 
by some that the building was on fre in ser- 
eral aifferent places. There is but littie 
| doubt thatthe fre Was the work of an ig- 


cendglary, and there are several uciy rumurs 


aGoat. | [co 
_ This same block was destroyed by fre in 
1854, and rebullt with substantial brick, 
| Supposed to be comparatively fre proof. 
| The owners of the ground are avis to re. 
build, Dut it is a question wheiger they wii 
©tnort. The fire was a heavy biow tu ou: 
tovtn. Insurance about $25, uv. 


i 
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St. Louis Globe-Democrat (St. Louis, Missouri) -: Tue, Apr 8, 1890- Page 4 


Printed on Sep 20, 2021 


| Pinckne wiiha, Tae a ES 9 


- Mrs. John Cratg, aged 86 years, died at her homé, || 
| = Aneel potgs | e, near. this biace, yesterday j 
-- Deputy Grand Master R. W. 8. Wheatley, of Du- |! 
quoin, Iit., was here yesterday. Making arrahge- 
inents. for the public installation of officers of 
Beaucoup Lodge, I. O. O. F., bap, will take place 
sgt ew by the on 


instead of $800, and cee “ asinail aeetakae over 1} 
first estimates in nearly Sone oe Sane Morrison & 
Hawkins have rentec the Loos ic ang will re< 
samme i pane pie at once. é 

® "Ss tas to at 


| dered before the fire, : 7 | 
j his store was burned, which he wilh ‘oben up in ‘cae t| 
Winsor Broek at a He " a who lost all ni s il 
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ville, 
000, 


i The largest brick block Pinckney 
Ill, was destroyed by ij Loss $50, 
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Disastrous Conflagration. 


Our city on jast Monday morning 
Was visited by se disastrous a con- 
flagration as has been here aince the 
burning of the south side of the pub- 
Hie square more than twenty yeare 
ago. Monday morning’s blaze was! 
first discovered about 2:30 when the | 
report of a lond explosion awakened 
renidents ia the vicinity of the 
and upon investigation by sev 
the same time, the blaze which was | 
@ireed. ander heavy headway was 
discovered in tbe rear of Lhe store of 
Fred Beck, tbe grocer 

The expiosion beard was the barst/ 
ing of oil tauks in the rear of nis store | 
and it ia presumed that the origin ct) 
the fire wae here and Liat it was star: 
ed iby barglars dropping & lighted 
‘mateb as they made their exit trum 
the store, as the money Grawer in| 
Beck’s and Peyton’s stores were, 
found rifled. This is merely a aur- 
mise however, a8 the money may 
bave been takea during the fire and 
many bave different views as to the 
cause. 

As soon as possible sfter Wie dis: 
covery; the fire department was on] 
hand and the burnin, buildings veing 
jost across the street from the de- 
partment’s quarters ‘no 1a0 Was Dee: 
essary and water Was 3008 turned | 
upon the blaze but Owing to jack of 
pressure for #ome tbircy minutes the | 
fire gained great bcadway andére- | 
Suited in much more verivus damage | 
than was necessary bad the water) 
been athaod. The only explanation | 
given of (viv negilgente 1 that the | 
bight man at the pay uvuse either | 
eouid udt start tue large pup or) 
was afraid Lo do su tur fear of barat: | 
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ieg the maine or boilers, a8 ¢ 
chinery there is in very bad vondi- | 
tion, awaiting the arrival ot new boil+ | 
ete, etc. Upon tie arrival of Sapt 
Suuth and George Extienne at the 
pump house a atropg pressure was 
goon forcing « large’ stream through 
(the mais, and after tbat the most 
effective work ever doue by our fire 
department, was done, aod th usauds 
of dollars worth of property saved 
as without tbeir assistance veveral 
other buildings would bave tndoubt- 
edly beru burned. 

lutens: excrement prevaiied for 4 
short ume suring (ve firo When @ 
white robed figure Waa seen to vaierge 
from aa upper story wingow of oe 
of the blazing ,buiidings, out apen the 
roof of the porch, her exit by stairway 
being entirely out off by the flames. 
Her pusition was perilous and bat for 
the Umely wud heroic action of Chas. 
Bib), Dick Wisiams, Ralph Hale and 
Wm. Zick” Holman, who harriedly 
procured laddere and fo the midst of 
roaring and seething flames, awuated 
to [he roof und bought dows the un- 
happy lady to safety where «be wue 
imucdistely attended by frends and 
given » refuge, ber entire personal 
effects being lost ia the fire. The an~ 
fortunate woman was Mrs. Thos Shan: 
nou, a tenant of Mr. Beck’s. 

Toe flames continued their urstruc 
tion tor wore thao @ hoor end en- 
tirety destroyed tie Beck buliding, 
the drug store of Emmet Peyton aad 
seriou-ly damaged the other build. 
inye, the entire lowe being as follows: 

vr &. Peyton, dentist, office fix- 
tures, $1250, ne insurance. 

Ur. BE. Peyton, druggist stock and= 
fixiuces 2500, insurance $650. 

Mes. Sam Hawkine, buildiog, $2500, 
jururance $500 

Fred Beck, grocer, stock and fix- 
tures $2500, vO meuranne. 

Frei Beck, bailding, $2500, no in- 
urance. 


eee 
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: en | Kane & Kaue, dentists, office | 
ixtures, $1000, no insurance | 
E.K. Kaie, joweler, stuck dsm- 
aged $250, no insurance. | 
_E.K. Kane, jbuilding, $1000, no in-| 


Mrs. J. C. Oabiness, millinery stock | 
damaged $250 no insurance, 

Frank Ma'one building, $500, no in- | 
surance. 

C. C.\Hoffman, furniture damaged 
$1500, insurance $500. 

vu. 9. Hoffmaa, building sags 
$1002, insurance $500. 

Owing to the high rate little insur- 
ance was ,carried, each preferring to 

carry his own risk. Two policies on | 

esti buildings had been lapsed bat |; 
« few mouths. | 
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Disastrous Conflagration gration. 


Oar city on iast Monday = 
| 


Was visited by ae disastroms & Com- 
flagration as haa been here since the 
buraing of the south side of the pub- 
lic square more than twenty yeare 
ago. Monday morning’s bisze was 
first discovered about 2:30 when the 
report of a loud explosion awakened 
residents ia the vicinity of the 
and upon inveatigation by severalat: 
the same time, the biaze which was 
Qireai. uoder heavy beadway wad) 
discuvorad in the rear of the store of 
Fred Beck, Uie grocer i 

The explosion heard was the burat-) 
ing of oil tauks in the rear of nis wiore | 
and it is presumed that ibe origin ct i 
the fire war here and that it was star | 
ed iby burgiars dropping & lighted | 
mateb as they made their exit trou 
the store, as the money Grawer in} 
Beck’s and Peyton’s stores were | 
found rifled. This is merety # sure 
mise however, as the monéy may 
have been taken daring tae fire and 
many have different views @s tO the 
Cause. 

As soou ay possible after (ie dis: 
covery; the fire department was oa 
hand and the burning bulldogs being 
jast across the street from the de> 
partwneat’s quartere bo Tun Was bec- 
eseary and water Was 5000 torued 
upon the blaze bul OWlg to lack of 
pressure for some ihircy minutes the 
fire gained great beadway and£re- 
auted ia much more serivus damage 
then was necessary bad the water 
been athand. The only explanation 
given of (his negiigenee t+ that the 
_ bight man et the paiaiy ivese vither 
could udt etart iae large pump of 
was afraid Uo do ey tur fear Of Daren: 
ieg the maine or boilers, a8 the mar 
chinery there is in very bad vondi- 
tiou, swaiting the arrival of new oil+ 
eis, etc, Upon the arrival of Sapt 
Smith sud George Hutieoue at the 
pump house # strong pressure wae 
goon forcing a large’ etresm threagh 
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the mains, and after that the most 
effective work ever done by our fire 
department, was done, aod th sosanda 
of dollars wortn of property saved 
as without their assistance several 
otber buildings would have nodeubt+ 
edly bern burned. 

Intens+ excitement prevailed fora 
short time aurieg (ne Bre When @ 
white robed figure Was sret to emietge 
from an upper story window Uf UGE; | 
of the blazing buildings, oul Bpuu the 
roof of the porch, her exit by susirway 
being entirely cut off by the flames. 
Her position was perilous and bat for 
the timely aud heroic action of Chas. 
Bib), Diex Wuiiams, Raipb Hale and | 
Wm. Zick” Hoiman, who hurriedly 
procured ladders acd in the midst of 
roaring aud seething flames, mounted 
to (ue vot and bought down the un- 
happy lady to safety where she war 
imuediately attended by friends and 
given » refuge, ber entire personal 
effcetws being lost ia the fre. The an- 
fortanate woman was Mrs. Tho» Sbin- 
nou, «tenant of Mr. Beck’s. 

Tne flames continued their urstruc 
tion Jur more thag @ bear and ep- 
tirety destroyed the Beck building, 
the drag store of Eamot Peyton aad 
seriva-ly damaged the other “ balid. 
ivy, the entire lows being a6 follows: 

br E. Peyton, dentist, office Ox- 
tores, $1260, no insurance. 

Dr. BE. Peyton, druggist stock and 
fitiures $2500, insurance $650. 

Sirs. Sam Hawkive, buildiog, $2500, 
jueurnues 500 

Ered Beck, grocer, stock and Ox- 
tures $2500, no insarance. 

Fre Beek, baiiding, $2500, no in- 


surance. 
Dr-. Keone & Kaue, dentiste, office 


fixtures, $1000, no insurance 
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be E. K. Ka i ‘joweler, stuck dsm- | 
ELK. Kane, building, #1000, uo in- 
surance. | 
Mrs, J. (. Oabiness, millinery stock | 
damaged $250 no insurance, | 
Frank Me'one building, $500, no in- 
surance. : | 
C. C. ,Hoffman, furniture damaged | 
g1500, insurance $500. | 
U. 0. Hoffmas, building damaged 
$1009, insurance $500. ; | 
‘Owing to the high rate little insur- | 
ance was ;carried, each preferring to | 
carry his own risk. Two policies on 
parned buildings had been lapsed bat | 
«4 few mouths. 4 


ere 


. so RE SES 
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—Fred H. Beck and Chas. Hoffman. | 
twoof the merchants whose stores 


were destroyed bp MJ some weeks’ 
ago are removing into their new 
quarters on Walnut street. | 
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city was in come manner broken and 
had not been repsired, so the fre 
fighting had to be done by a backet 
brigade; had the wind been blowing 
much the towa of Willisville would | 
have been wiped off the earth and 
ae it was the loss will reach at least 
$7600, with aa insurance of something | 
like 95000. 

The buildings burned were BF} 
Schmidt's general store, Dr. Wolovers. 
office, Jas. Higgerson’s barber shop 
and Wm Qaall’s batcher shop. 


I 
| 
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E 
| 


| have secured the 


eliable _—- 


Hartford Fire 


Insurance Co. 


And would appre- 
ciate a share of 
_.your business. 


A. R. DRY. 
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ome GREAT L 


The Advecete maz inan deplores the| 
lose of our brother editor, Thos. J.| 
Howorth of the Chester Tribune, in| 


the disastrous fire which swept from 


|him his business home on Sunday 
‘morning of last week. Not only the 


newspaper plant was burned to asb- 


jes, but the whole Phoenix block, 
the best and busiest part of Chester. | 
The fire is supposed to have origi-| 
nated in the basement under the 
| postoffice. 

| The ground floor of the Phoenix 
| Block was occupied by the Post- 
office, not a thing from which was 
igaved; the W.C. & W. general offi- 
Ces, some records saved, and the| 
|| Western Union Telegraph office | 
| |Saline Electric Company's office and | 
| supplies, the Chester Tribune office, | 
lonly sume stock from the front 
|was saved; the First State Bank, 
| who lost everything but what was 
‘in the safe and vault. : 
\| The second floor was occupied 
hi by J. Fred Gilster, Attorney, whoj 
. {lost everything, including his fine 
+ library; W. H. Schuwerk, Attorney | 
|| who lost everything; J. B. Simpson | 
Attorney, who roomed in his office | 
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and had to come down by a ladder, 
A. E. Crisler, Attoraey who saved 
some records and a few books; HA 
|B. Nesbit, Justice ofghe Peace, lost | 
everything; J. P. Nixon, Attorney | 
otal loss; E. J. Baronowsky, Ab- 
atractors office, everything destroy-| 
ed; Gene Beare, city clerk and in-| 
‘surance agent, lost everything, add 
the office of the W. C. Roberts Sand | 
Go, who losc everything except | 
records in the safes. 

The third floor was occupied by 
the Chester Theatre, Masonic, 
K. of P lodges, who fost all their/! 


| appreciation of the work in which 
he for many years has given of his 
best talent and hard toil, ae 
| In return, Brother Howorth baa} 
assured his many tried and tee 
fricads that “The Tribune will arise 
from the ashes,” although it may 
\take some time, for after be pur- 
reilroed traffic at this time ie un- 
jcertain, and he yet has to find aj 


10/17/2021, 9:35 AM 
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|. Early last Tuesday morning, the’) 
. Corgan school, about two miles north | 
.of Tamaroa, burned to the ground. | 
Since it wax in a rural section and 
‘burned in the night, no one discovered 
ithe til it was practically barned | 
do z tetel loss only partly covered 
i by insurance. Most of the children | 


)Oleta Thimming, daughter of Henry 
Thimming, was the teacher, 
This is the third building at that} 
place. The first was built there about 
75 years ago and in that community 
was a settlement which assumed the 
proportions of a village but it is now 
extinct and very few, even of the 
older people, know anything about. it. 
_ Tt is @ much better location for a 
village than where Tameroa now 
stands. But little is known of this 
first building but the second was a 
olittle frame building about 16x20 feet. 


in the summer of 1906. R. B. Eaton 
and &. D. Eston built ft and made a 
good job of it. It wae an interesting 
contrast, showing the demands of a 
new age when the old and the new 
stood aide by side. For the present 
the pupils will attend neighboring 
schools on the permit plan. 

For some time there has been con- 
siderable agitation for consolidation 
with the Tamaroa Public Schools and 
this may hasten such a conclusion, 
though there is a lot of sentiment 
attached to the “County School” and 
with it, opposition te consolidation. 
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Enicence was gained by breaking 
the glass im the south door of the 


building which is on the side away 


from the view of the people. Waste 
peper had beet pileg on the floor meme 
a door and saturated with loenosene- 
The floor ic of herd mmple and there 


iwes not enough heat generated be- 
lfore it was discovered ty set the floor 
jafiwe. The casing of the door wie 
paneer to some extent. 


The fire marsball’s office Why notl« 
fed aud Saturday an investigutor ar- 


rived, but so far ny chew bave besa 


discovered. During the recent week 
the Ozburn school house wag boerned, 


| Fred Smith's barn and contents ast, 


ithe authbritie, are using orey ters 
ity catch up with him, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE BURNED. 
TUESDAY NIGHT 


_ The White House, a well-| 
‘known tavern situated about | 
eight miles south of Pinckney-| 
ville, burned to the ground last | 
| Tuesday night. It had changed | 
| hands several times lately and | 
| Wags at the time undergoing some | 
}improvemehts. The loss was. 
‘about $3,000. | 


| 
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' Saw Mill Wednesday 


The fire départment answered a call) 
Wednesday morning at 4:30, when 
‘ire was discovered at the saw mill 
@f Warren Reidelberger just west of| 
Diamond Town, | 
- he fire started in a large pile of] 
waste slab wood and the firemen 
worked for three hours before the 
blaze was finally extinguished, 

It was impossible to get water to} 
“the base of the blaze, so Mr, Reidel- 
berger with three large trucks and 
ten -men loaded the slabs on trucks 
and moved as much of the lumber as 
possible, so the firemen could get 
water to the blaze. | 

The slab wood was piled next to} 
the mil! shed and the blaze did about 
$15.00 damage to the roof of the] 
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“Monday morning about 10:00| 
ek and the building was a total 
The contents in the bul 


aves with the 
. The fire 
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‘she noticed the fire. She at once turn- 


ed in the alarm and the local fire de- 


ns 7, 1942 - ~ 


partment did excellent work in check- ‘ 


‘ing the blaze before much damage 
could have resulted. 


The building is a two story frame 


land the fire spread to the upper floor 


of the Cloe Hadfield apartment and 
did much damage to the west end of 


the building. 


The restaurant equipment was]. 


practically a total loss without insur- 
ance and the building suffered con- 
‘siderable damage which was coveredj | 
iby insurance. 


Mrs. Miller stated that she had not 


| made any plans as to the future and 
did not know ai this time if she would 


again conduct the restaurant. 


eig... 
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REMOVES PORCHES ox 
| DAVISON BUILDING 


| The two porches in front’ of the} 
Carrie Davison property on the west} 
|| side of the square were taken down | | 
| oll workmen eaten morning. | 
a: ng which suffered considerable dam | 
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Sometime estat Friday night, a 
fire started in the back room of Po 
building occupied by the AAA oftice 


‘on the secens floor of the | 


eee en eM me we ee a tle @ st 


mC dia oa iderable mare te 
building and contents. 
The fire started on the bottom 


shelf ‘of a table which contained © 


paper blanks and maps used by the 
AAA. As the fire gained some head- 
way an automatic fire sprinkling 
sysieam installed in the building was 
released and extinguished the Diaze 
which caused very littl damage. The 
sprinkling system went full blast and 
probably had been running for sev- 
eral hours when workmen passing the 
Roe building about 6:00 a. m. noticed 
water running from under the frent 
door to the sidewalk. Mr. Roe was in- 
formed by telephone and upon arriv- 
ing found that his office on the first 
floor was soaked with water from 
one end to the other. The fire depart- 


sment was notified and uwpen arrival 


started pumping water from the 
Gruner Hardware building which 
joins the Roe Building to the West. 
The water in the Gruner basement 
reached a depth of 18 inches and the 
fire department pumped water for 


#several hours. Considerable damage 


was done in the basement to mer- 
chandise stored there. Also some 


idamage where the water came thru 


from the Roe building to merchandise 


stored on the floor under the shelves. | 
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; were protected and no damage 


lof the furniture was dasnnand od the | 
| building will probably have to be re- | 

| plastered and re-decorated. 
_The AAA office reported that their | 


co yhotographs showing the tarm | 
j lands of the county. 
It was stated by some of the fire- : 
imen that if the building had not been | 
| equipped with an os pubomete sprink- | 
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iacacaiadak anak 48 the chee: Hy 
A bolt of lightning struck the frame | 
| building about 3:30 p. m., residents|]| 7” 
of that area said, and the edifice im-|| \.\\. 
mediately burst into flame. 1 Y 
} Volunteers of the community form-| 
1ed a hand brigade to battle the blaze 
and a fire department was summoned 
i from nearby Percy, but efforts to con- 
i trol the fire failed. 1] 
| A new basement had recently been || 
|completed beneath the church, one |) 
jof the larger and more modern ones} 
| of its type in this area. Rev. Daniel || 
Unruh of Percy is pastor there. | 
One piano and the pews were saved. 
er } nT 
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About 2:9 o'clock Wednesday at. 
ternoon the local fire department; 
| made a quick run to extinguish-a fire || 
,that had started in the loft of the | 
John Schwetzler stock barn on the. 
corner of Douglas and Parker streets. | 

The fire started from a spark from || 
‘a Hammer Mill feed grinder. The 4 
‘machine had just been started when | 
a spark ignited straw causing the 
' fire to spread very rapidly. Ratio Wil-. iF 
| liams who was on the scene tried to. 
[| extinguish the blaze but was unable. 
} to do so. The fire department made | 
a quick run and done excellent. work j/ 
saving the building. Considerable | : 
sien was done to bailed straw and i 
Nees south end of the building. 
i eeeneenenn th see 
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© Hoffman House Hotel and] 
fe, located on the corner of Wal- 


y the fire started - but it was] 


Pe" gey 
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Pinckneyville experienced one of 
the four major fires in Southern Ili- 


nois over the week end in the destruc 
tion Sunday afternoon of the Grumer 
Hardware, on the north side of the 
square. The ioss to building and com 
tents is estimated at $35,000, pas 
tially covered by insurance. 

The blaze was discovered shortly 
before noon and despite combined 
efforts of the Pinckneyville, Bu 
Quoin and Sparta fire departments, 


ithe fire was no brough under eom 
i trol until six hours later, The fire 
| broke out again midnight Sunday 
| but was quickly extinguished. Origin 
| of the blaze was not known. 


The buildings on either side of 
the Gruner building, occupied by the 
Roe Abstract Company and Nesbitt’s 
store were damaged slighly. Both, 
however, were able io continue thelr 
business without interruption and 
this was particularly fortunate for 
the Nesbitt store with its large stock 
of Christmas merchandise. 


The local fire department did 


excellent work in 


played on the fire most of the 
ternoon. 
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70 GRUNER 
BUILDING ON NORTH | 
SOF SQUARE 


Architects are now busy work- 
jing out plans to rebuild the) 
| Gruner Hardware building on the 
north side of the public square, 
which was destroyed by 
December 16, 1845. 

It will be remembered that on/ 
; that date the building and stock} 
was destroyed by fire and since 
that time the hardware store has 
been conducted on South Walnut) 
street, 


Homer Gruner stated that the 
work on the building would be 
>i started within 30 days. The plans 


call for a new modern front and 
> an extension of nineteen feet on 
, the north end of the present build- 
ing, making th room 25x99 feet. 
: The present building was built 
by the grandfather of Homer Gru- 
einer in 1884 and ever since that 
time, until the fire, had been oc-) 
cupied by a hardware store. When 
Grandpa Gruner died the business 
was conducted by Phillip and 
8i George Gruner, the two sons, and! 


and Curtis Gruner in November,| 
1914, Curtis retiring from the 
~t business in 1932. Homer and his 
“lwife have been conducting the?) 
business since that time. 
| From present plans when the 
building is completed, the Gruner 
Hardware will have one of the 
“imost modern hardware stores in) 
this part of the state. 
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The Pinckneyville Community 
High School sustained a fire loss!) 
of approximately $2,000 Sunday|) 
morning in a blaze that for a time; 
threatened to destroy the entire 
structure, The chief damage was to 
the north end of the school gymna- 
sium and the adjacent corridor and 
the assembly room above. 

Workmen engaged in construc-|) 

‘ition of a residence nearby noticed 
smoke emerging from the school 
building and turned in an alarm!) 
about 10 a. m. : 

Francis Reith, chief. and mem- 
bers of the Pinckneyville fire de- 
partment quickly responded to the 
eall. After fighting their way 

‘jthrough dense smoke with the aid 

_jof masks, they were able to put 
out the flames with hand exting- 
uishers. 

Fortunately, the flames were 
confined to one end of the gym-! 
imasium. The intense heat, howev- 
er, blistered and warped a big,| 
double door across a 160-foot hall-, 
way, and smoked soiled parts of 
the corridor and study hall. The 

‘thardwood floor in the gym was: 

eiburned to a depth of about 10 feet|: 
from the wall. 

(| The Du Quoin fire department 
responded to a eall for assistance 
as a precautionary measure but 
its services were not needed. 

A short circuit in the gymmas- 
ium’s master switch box is believ-j: 
ed to have caused the fire. 

Had the blaze gone unnoticed 
long enough for the heat to set 
fire to the gymnasium ceiling; 
flames probably would have spread 

.|jto the floor of the second floor 
auditorium, firemen said. 
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FIRE: Pinckneyville building — 


antiquers had valuable : 
things there, so the loss will The White Rabbit is located 


be significant,” Cole added. at 10 N. Main St. in 
Pinckneyville Mayor Pinckneyville. The business 


Harlan “Shine” Yeager said 


was saddened to see the oenp sare aa . 
Oss. tig we 

“I don’t know if they will the city of Pinckneyville. 
try to relocate or not,” he The store had about 40 
said, noting that the booths full of crafts and 
business was one of the antiques, each rented by 
city’s most popular, people from all over the 
ete people te = region. 

over the United States. He pstairs i 

said the Raths insured the — — aha 
building but he’s unsure oat ™ 
about insurance for the ie at about 3:30 p.m. 
contents. y: 

“We can’t afford to lose One portion was destroyed 
too much on the square,” and the other building of 
Bill Crawford said as he the connected structure was 
watched from the nearby heavily damaged by smoke, 
lawn of Murphy-Wall State water and heat. 

Bank. Crawford is About 40 firefighters from 
chairman of the bank’s four fire departments 
board and said the town has responded. 

already suffered the loss of 


so many businesses in 


Seyat- Pe, Q0D a 
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recent years it’s it down Sunday evening as 
heartbreaking to see it continued to burn. The 
another die. southern building was 
Bunny Grasso was heavily damaged by water, 
watching nervously as heat and smoke, Smith said. 
firefighters diligently The cause of the fire was 
attacked the flames. Her unknown but no foul play is 
husband, Dr. Joe Grasso, suspected, Smith said. 


has an optometry office just There were no injuries, but 
north of The White Rabbit, _ the fire was one ~ the 


as is Malachi'’s restaurant. _jargest in Pinckneyville in 


But Fire Chief Jerry many years, officials said. 
Smith said he believes all “It's the kind we don’t like 
damage was containedto —_—_to see, It's a big fire,” Van 
the White Rabbit. Voorhis said as he brushed 


The northern building of —_soot from his face after 
the shop was destroyed by — descending from the huge 
the fire and water, and aerial ladder. 
crews were using 
equipment to finish pulling 


Copyright © 2022 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. News Ax 


1 of 1 1/8/2022, 12:17 PM 


